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Identity
by Julio Noboa Polanco

Let them be as flowers
always watered, fed, guarded, admired,
but harnessed to a pot of dirt.

I'd rather be a tall, ugly weed,
clinging on cliffs, like an eagle
wind-wavering above high, jagged rocks.

To have broken through the surface
of stone,
to live, to feel exposed to the madness

of the vast, eternal sky.

To be swayed by the breezes of an

ancient seq,

carrying my soul, my seed, beyond

the mountains of time
or into the abyss of the bizarre.

I'd rather be unseen, and if

then shunned by everyone,
than to be a pleasant-smelling flower,
growing in clusters in the fertile valley,
where they're praised, handled, and
plucked
by greedy human hands.

1'd rather smell of musty, green stench
than of sweet, fragrant lilac.
If I could stand alone, strong and free,
I'd rather be a tall, ugly weed
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"My Mother Tells the Story of Her Alabama Childhood"”
Elisabeth Gorey

When | was a child we were white we were not white
because we loved it wanted it worshiped it We were white
because we were afraid, we wanted to be left alone

We were white because we needed work we needed

a way to live we wanted a chance--so we were white,

All the teachers were white | hated them | hated

their sour breath crooked teeth false smiles frizzy hair
They liked the sly dough-faced girls with blonde curls
whose parents sent candy at Christmas

I hated those girls | hated the country boys with sharp
weasel faces who called me half-breed, redskin,

shoved me when no one was looking but | didn't tell.

i put up with it | didn't let on | cared

because silence was the price of being white.

My grandmother was not white she was brown,

she was a Creek Indian old sweet she smelled of lavender
One summer day when | was twelve she took me to town
in the drugstore there were tables for white people

| sat down but she had to stand at the end of the counter,
The pimply-faced soda jerk smirked but he stopped
when he saw how straight and proud my Grandma stood
There were girls from school whispering giggling

they were white they would grow up to be

just like their mothers--wear bright red lipstick,

shorts and halters with high heels sleep with the neighbor
My grandmother stocd quiet in her blue-flowered

dress and old lady shoes she was tall and brown

like a great live oak with all-embracing arms,

with roots going down, down so they find water

other trees can't find and they lie for centuries

the light from the doorway fell on her white hair

| thought I love you | want to be like you | want to be
what you are | stood and walked toward my grandmother
her eyes said do you know what you're doing

there's no going back my eyes said Yes

There was silence no one looked at us

the clerk dropped his eyes and turned away

the girls stopped giggling stared at the table and stirred their milkshakes with their straw

| stood beside my grandmother waiting for fear
that did not come and after that day
| was never white again.

Paga o
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“Nothing”

From the musical A Chorus Line
Lyrics by Edward Kleban

I'm so excited because I'm gonna go

to the High School of Performing Arts!

I mean, | was dying to be a serious actress
Anyway, it's the first day acting class-

and we're in the auditorium and the
teacher,

Mr. Karp... Oh, Mr. Karp...

Anyway, he puts us up on the stage with
our fegs around each other,

one in back of the other and he says:
"Okay... we're going to do improvisations.
Now, you're on a bobsled. It's snowing out.
And it's cold...Okay...GO!"

Ev'ry day for a week we would try to
Feel the motion, feel the motion
Down the hill.

Ev'ry day for a week we would try to
Hear the wind rush, hear the wind rush,
Feel the chill.

And | dug right down to the bottom of my
soul

To see what | had inside.

Yes, | dug right down to the bottom of my
soul

And | tried, | tried.

[Spoken]

And everybody's goin' "Whooooosh,
whooooosh ...

| feel the snow... | feel the cold... | feel the
air."

And Mr. Karp turns to me and he says,
"Okay, Morales. What did you feel?"

And Karp kept saying,

And | said..."Nothing,

I'm feeling nothing,"

And he says "Nothing
Could get a girl transferred."

They all felt something,

But | felt nothing

Except the feeling

That this bullshit was absurd!

But | said to myself, "Hey, it's only the first
week.

Maybe it's genetic.

They don't have bobsleds in San Juan!"

Second week, more advanced, and we
had to be a table,
Be a sportscar...lce-cream cone.

Mister Karp, he would say,"Very good,
except Morales. Try, Morales,
All alone."

And | dug right down to the bottom of my
soul

To see how an ice cream felt.

Yes, | dug right down to the hottom of my
soul

And | tried to melt.

The kids yelled, "Nothing!"
They called me "Nothing"
And Karp allowed it,

Which really makes me burn.

The were so helpful.

They called me "Hopeless",
Until | really didn't know
Where else to tum.

Gy



"Morales, | think you should transfer to
Girl's High,

You'll never be an actress, Never!" Jesus
Christ!

Went to church, praying, "Santa Maria,
Send me guidance, send me guidance,"
On my knees.

Went to church, praying, "Santa Maria,
Help me feel it, help me feel it.
Pretty please!"

And a voice from down at the bottom of my
soul

Came up to the top of my head.

And the voice from down at the bottom of
my soul,

Here is what it said:

"This man is nothing!

This course is nothing!
If you want something,
Go find another class.

And when you find one
You'll be an actress."

And | assure you that's what
Fin'lly came to pass.

Six months later | heard that Karp had died
And | dug right down to the bottom of my
soul...

And cried.

‘Cause | felt... nothing.



“Tightrope”
By Brother Ali

Frigid frozen Minnesota, chip on his shoulder
Sick sleepin' on a pissy sofa

Unwanted visitor in a different culture

Missin’ home and he can't go -- they're civil
warrin'

Listen, solider, forget gettin' over

Prison state around the corner, homeless is
even closer

Kids with similar skin color still don't wantcha
Spit and insult ya ‘cause they been here
longer

He leave his crib, he's guaranteed the pigs
approach ya

Where ya goin', where ya from, any weapons
on ya?

Your family is stressed out, you're gettin' oider
You don't live the way they did back in
Somalia

It's extra difficult to be a daughter

Tryin' to keep it modest with the sinners all
around you

Where the wrong garment, your parents get
an ulcer

if you wrap it up, the other children pickin' on
you

Live in two worlds with your eyes closed
Tip toein' on a tightrope

Holdin' on for survival

Nobody to blame, this is just how it goes

Live in two worids with your eyes closed
Tip toein' on a tightrope

Holdin" on for survival

Nobody to blame, this is just how it goes
Daddy was a preacher, momma was a
Sunday school teacher

Holidays and you know what the business is
You get two birthdays and two Christmases
Older you get you resent how sick it is
They're tryin' to cover their guilt with the gifts
they give

Bounce from his house to her house

Too bad that marriage didn't work out

Now you don't have your house

Daddy fightin’ mommy, they both tell me they
love me

If | get too close to one, the other one start
actin' funny

Ma went and had a baby with a different dad
You act happy to please 'em but you are reaily
sad

Seein' first hand that family that you will never
have

Plus you ain't no real brother, you're just a hal
Gotta pick up the pieces and move on
Bedtime stories and greet them on the phone
Live in two houses and neither one is home
Wishin' you were grown, have the freedom to
get gone

Live in two worlds with your eyes closed
Tip toein' on a tightrope

Holdin' on for survival

Nobody to blame, this is just how it goes

Live in two worlds with your eyes closed
Tip toein' on a tightrope

Holdin' on for survival

Nobody to blame, this is just how it goes



Big brother, football squad leader

Now far be it for you to disappoint or
displease them

You're just bein' what you feel you see in
That mirror every time you peer in

Swallow the tears inside that empty feelin'
Her boy terrified to let the world in

He has girlfriends but doesn't want a girlfriend
He retreats inside himself

Where he lives life itself in secret

Daddy says people go to hell for bein'

What he is, and he certainly believes them
‘Cause there ain't no flame that can blaze
enough

To trump bein' hated for the way you love
And cry yourself to sleep and hate wakin' up
It's a cold world y'all, shame on us

Live in two worlds with your eyes closed
Tip toein' on a tightrope

Holdin' on for survival

Nobody to blame, this is just how it goes

Live in two worlds with your eyes closed
Tip toein' on a tightrope

Holdin' on for survival

Nobody to blame, this is just how it goes

4z



EFRANK CANTOR

SELECTION>>

WHEN | WAS

PUERTO
RICAN....

A girl gets an audition that could change her life SANTIAGO

The Story So Far Esmeralda Santiage moved to Brooklyn from Puerto

Rico with her mother and several of her brothers and sistets when she was 13, Esmeraida

Santiage’s high

teaving behind her father and life in the councry. After being assigned ro a class Emﬂ"' graduation
re.

for kids with learning disabilities because she cannor speak English well, she
decides that Brooklyn is not the place for her. When her family moves and she
changes schools, she is given the chance to write her own ticket.

WHILE FRANCISCO WAS STILL ALIVE, WE HAD MOVED TO ELLERY STREET.
That meant [ had to change schools, so Mami watked me to PS. 33, where [
would attend ninth grade. The first week [ was there I was given a series of tests
that showed that even though I couldn’t speak English very well, [ read and
wrote it at the renth-grade level. So they put me in 9-3, with the smarr kids.

One morning, Mr. Barone, a guidance counselor, called me to his
office. He was short, with 2 big head and large hazel eyes under shapely
eyebrows. His nose was long and round at the tip. He dressed in browns and
yellows and often perched his tortoiseshell glasses on his forehead, as if he
had another sec of eyes up there.

“So,” he pushed his glasses up, “what do you want t be when you
grow up?”

“I don't know.”

He shuffled through some papers. “Let’s see here . . . you're fourteen, is that right?” consinued on page 16

Literary Cavatcade SEPTEMBER 2003 15
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« continued from page 15

“Yes, sit.”

“And you've never thought about what you want to be?”

When [ was very young, { wanted to be a jibara. When
I was older, I wanted to be a cartographet, then a topograph-
er. But since we'd come o Brooklyn, I'd not thought about
the future much.

“No, sir.”

e pulled his glasses down to where they
belonged and shuffled through the
papets again,

“Do you have any hobbies?” I
didnt know whar he meant,
“Hobbies, hobbies,” he flziled his
hands, as if he were juggling, “things
you like o do after school.”

“Ah, yes.” Ltried to imagine what I did at home that
might qualify as a hobby. “I like to read.”

He seemed disappointed. “Yes, we know thar about
you.” He pulled out a paper and stared at it. “One of the
tests we gave you was an aptitude test. It tells us what
kinds of things you might be good at. The tests show that
you would be good at helping people. Do you like o
help people?”

I was afraid to contradict the tests. “Yes, siz.”

“There’s a high school we can send you where you
can study bielogy and chemistry which will prepare you
for a career in nursing.”

I screwed up my face. He consulted the papers again.

“You would also do well in communications.
Teaching mayhbe.”

I remembered Miss Brown standing in [ront of a
classroom full of rowdy teenagers, some of them taller
than she was,

“I don't like to teach.”

M, Barone pushed his glasses up again and leaned
over the stack of papers on his desk. “Why don't you
think about it and get back to me,” he said, closing rthe
folder with my name across the cop. He put his hand flat
on it, as if squeezing something out. “You're a smart gitl,
Esmeralda. Let’s cry to get you into an academic school so
that you have a shot at college.”

On the way home, I walked with another new ninth
gtader, Yolanda. She had been in New York for chree years

‘\2 world famous .
', hSch%l of .

EXCERPT FROM WHEN | WAS PUERTD RICAN BY
ESMERALDA SANTIAGO. COPYRIGHT © 1993 BY
ESMERALDA SANTIAGC. PUBLISHED BY
AODISOM-WESLEY PUBLISHING.
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but knew as lirtle
English 2s T did.

We spoke in

Spanglish, 2 combi-

nation of English
and  Spanish in
which we hopped
from one language
to the other depend-
ing on which word
came first.

“Te pregunté ¢l

Mr.  Barone, you
know, lo que querfas
hacer when you grow up?” [ asked.

“8i. pero. I didn't know. ;Y vd?”

“Yo tampoco. He said, que I like w help people.
Pero, you know, a mi no me gusta mucho la gente.”
When she heard me say Ididn't like people much,
Yolanda looked at me from the corner of her eye, waiting
to become the exception.

By the time [ said it, she had dashed up the stairs of her
building, She didnt wave as she ducked in, and the next day
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she wastt filendly. [ walked around the rest of the day in
embarrassed isolation, knowing that somehow [ had given
myself away 1 the only friend I'd made at Junior High
School 33. [ had to either take back my words or live with the
consequences of stating what was becoming che truch, 1d
never said that to anyone, not even to myself. It was an added
weight, but I wasn't about to trade it for companionship.

A FEW DAYS LATER, MR. BARONE CALLED ME BACK TG HIS OFFICE,
“Well?" Tiny green flecks burned around the black
pupils of his hazel eyes.

The night before, Mami had
called us into the
living room. On

T the television “fifty

% in the <

S room of America's most

beautiful gitls”
paraded in ruffled
] tulle dresses before a

tinsel waterfall.
“Aren’t chey lovely?”
Mami murmured, as the
gitls, escorted by boys in
uniform, floated by the
camera, twirled, and
disappeared  behind  a
screen to the strains of a
waltz and an announcer’s
dramatic voice calling their
names, ages, and states. Mami sat mesmerized
through the whole pageant.

“I'd like to be a model”[ said to
Mr. Barone.

He stared at me, pulled his glasses down from
his forehead, looked ar the papers inside the fold-
er with my name on it, and glared. “A model?”

His voice was gruff, as if he wete mote comfortable yelling at
people than talking to them.

“I want to be on television.”

“Oh, then you want to be an actress,” in 2 tone that said
this was only a slight improvement over my firse career
choice. We stared at one another for a few seconds. He
pushed his glasses up to his forehead again and reached for a
book on the shelf in bacl of him. “I only know of one school
that wains actresses, but we've never sent them a student
from here.”

"I'm not afraid ... I'm not
afraid ... I'm not afraid’
Every day ! walked home
from school repeating
those words.

erforming Arts, the wtite-up said, was an
acadernic, as opposed to a vocational,
public school that trained students wish-
ing to pursue 2 career in theater, music,
and dance.
“It says here that you have to audi-
tion,” He stood up and held the boak
closer to the faint gray light coming through the narrow win-
dow high on his wall. “Have you ever performed in front of
an audience?”

“I was an announcer in my school show in Puerto
Rico,” 1 said. “And I recite poetry. There, not here.”

He closed the book and held it againsc his chest. His
right index finger thumped 2 thythm on his lower lip. “Lec
me call them and find our exactly what you need o do.
Then we can talk some more.”

I left his office strangely happy. confident that some-
thing good had just happened, not knowing exactly what.

“'M NOT AFRAID . ..M NOT AFRAID ... I'M NOT AFRAID.”
Every day [ walked home from school repeating those words.
The broad streets and sidewalks that had impressed me so on
the first day we had arrived had become as familiar as the dirt
road from Mactn to the highway. Only my curiosity about
the people who lived behind these walls ended where the
fagades of the buildings opened into dark hallways or locked
doors. Nothing good, | imagined, could be happening inside
if so many locks had w be breached to go in ot step out.

continwed on page 18-~
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& continued from page [7

It was on these ense walks home from school that 1
decided 1 had to get out of Brooklyn. Mami had chosen this
as our home, and just like every other time wed moved, I'd
had to go along with her because [ was 2 child who had no
choice. Bue [ wasn't willing to go along with her on this one.

“How can people live like this” I shrieked once,
desperate to run across a field, to feel grass under my feer
instead of pavement.

“Like what?” Mami asked, looking around our apart-
ment, the kirchen and living room crisscrossed with sagging
lines of drying diapers and bedcloches.

“Everyone on top of each other. No room to do any-
thing, No ait.”

“Do you want to go back to Macin, to live like savages,
with no electricity, no twilets . . .”

“At least you could step outside every day withour
somebody trying to kill you.”

“Ay, Negi, stop exaggerating!”

“I hate my life!” I yelled.

“Then do something abour it,” she yelled back.

Until Mr. Barone showed me the listing for Performing
Arts High School, | hada't known whar o do.

he auditions are in less than a month.
You have to learn a monologue, which
you will perform in front of a panel. If
you do weli, and your grades here are
good, you might get into the school.”

Mr. Barone took charge of prepar-
ing me for my audition to Performing
Arts. He selected a speech from The Silver Cord, a play by
Sidney Howard, first performed in 1926, but whose action
took place in a New York drawing room circa 1995,
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“Mr. Gartti, the English teacher,” he said, “will coach
you. . .. And Mis. Johnson will talk to you about what to
wear and things like that.”

[ was to play Christina, a young married woman con-
froncing her mother-in-law. [ learned the monologue pho-
netically from M. Gattd, It opened wich “You belong to a
type that’s very common in this country, Mrs. Phelps—a
type of self-centered, self-pirying, son-devouring tigress, with
unmentionable proclivities suppressed on the side.”

“We don't have time to study the meaning of every
word,” Mr. Gatti said. “Just nake sure you pronounce every
word correctly.”

Mrs, Johnson, who taught Home Economics, called me
to her office.

“Is that how you enter a room?” she asked the minute |
came in. “Try again, only this time, don't barge in. Step in
slowly, head up, back straight, a nice smile on your face.
Thart’s it.” I raok a deep breath and waited. “Now sit, No,
not like that. Don't just plop dewn. Float down to the chair
with your knees together.” She demonstrated, and T copied
her. “That's better. What do you do with your hands? No,
don't hold your chin like that; its nor ladylike. Puc your
hands on your lap, and leave them there. Don't use them so
much when you ralk.”

I sat suff as a cutour while Mirs. Johnson and Mr.
Barone asked me questions they thought the panel at
Performing Arts would ask.

“Whete are you from?”

“Puerto Rico.”

“No,” Mrs. Johnson said, “Porte Rico. Keep your rs
soft. Tty again.”

“Do you have any hobbies?” Mr. Barone asked. Now I
knew what to answer.

“l enjoy dancing and the movies.”

When Santla h“Mr Barone, she tells: h|m
that she wants'to:be:a. model.: Does she mean.it .-

Ilterally° What cloes that tell 5 about her asp:rahons" .

Why is Santlago SO drwen to Ieave Brooklyn? Po you -
think she hersell knows why?. - :

[ [NONFICTION SELECTION >>
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“ hy do you want to come to
this school?”
Mrs. Johnson and Mr.
Barone had worked on my
answer if this question
should come up.
“T would like to study ac
Performing Axts because of its academic program and so that
I ray be trained as an aceress.”

“Very good, very good” Mr. Barone rubbed his hands
together, twinkled his eyes at Mts, Johnson. “I think we have
a shot at this.”

“Remember,” Mrs, Johnson said, “when you shop for
your audition dress, look for something very simple in
dark cotors.”

Mami bought me a red plaid wool jumper with a crisp
white shirt, my first pair of stockings, and penny loafers. The
night before, she rolled up my hair in pink curlers that cue
into my scalp and made it hard to sleep. For the occasion, ]
was allowed o wear eye makeup and a little lipstick.

“You look so grown up!” Mami said, her voice sad but
happy, as I twirled in fronc of her and Tata.

“Toda una sefiorita,” Tata said, her eyes misty.

We set out for the audition on an overcast January
morning heavy with the threar of snow.

“Why couldn’t you choose a school close to home?”
Mami grumbled as we got on the wrain to Manhatcan. ]
worried that even if I were accepted, she wouldn't let me
go because it was so far from home, one hour each way by
subway. But in spite of her complaints, she was proud that
[ was good enough to be considered for such a famous
school. And she actually seemed excited that I would be
leaving the neighborhood.

“You'll be exposed to a different class of people,” she
assured me, and I felc the force of her ambition without
knowing exactly what she meanc.

THREE WOMEN SAT BEHIND A LONG TABLE IN A CLASSROOM
whete the desls and chairs had been pushed against a wall. As
I entered 1 held my head up and smiled, and then I floated
down ta the chair in front of them, clasped my hands on my
lap, and smiled some more.

“Good morning,” said the tall ane with hair the color of
sand. She was big boned and solid, with intense blue eyes, a
generous mouth, and soothing hands with short fingernails.
She was dressed in shades of beige from head to toe and wore

no makeup and no jewelry except
for the gold chain that held her
glasses just above her full bosom.
Her voice was rich, modulated,
each word pronounced as if she
were inventing it.

Next to her sat a very small
woman with very high heels. Her
cropped hair was pouffed around
her face, with bangs brushing the
tips of her long false lashes, her
huge dark brown eyes were thick-
ly lined in black all around, and
her small mouth was carefully
drawn in and painted cerise. Her
suntanned face tutned toward me
with the innocent curiosity of a
lively baby. She was dressed in
black, with many gold chains
around her neck, big earrings, sev-
cral bracelets, and large scone tings
on the fingers of both hands.

The third wornan was call, small
boned, thin, bur shapely. Her dark
hair was pulled flat against her skull
into a knot in back of her head. Her
face was all angles and light, with
fawnlike dark brown eyes. a straighe

MEET THE
AUTHOR:
Esmeralda
Santiago
BORN

Puerto Rico
LIVES
Westchester
County, NXY.
EDUCATION
Harvard
University, Sarah
Lawrence College
STATUS ‘
Married,

2 children

DAY JOB

Owns
Cantomedia, a
film production
company
OTHER WORK
America’s Dream
(1996), Almost A
Woman (1998)

nose, full lips painted just a shade pinker than their natural color
Silky forest green cuffs peeked out from the sleeves of her bur-
gundy suit. Diamond studs winked from petfect carlobes.

T had dreamed of this moment for several weels. More than
anything, [ wanted to imptess the panel with my talent, so that
[ would be accepred into Performing Arts and leave Brookiyn

But the moment | faced these
three impeccably groomed
women, | forgot my English
and Mrs. Johnson's lessons on
how to behave like a ladu.

continued on page 20 =
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[ INONFICTION SELECTION 5>

« continued from page 19

every day. And, [ hoped, one day [
would never go back.

Bur the moment I faced these
three impeccably grootmed wornen,
I forgot my English and M. John-

sons lessons on how to behave like

20 Minute a lady. In the agony of trying to
Essay ‘ answer their barely comprehensible
o questions, [ jabbed my hands here
>>TAKE 20 and there, forming words with my
M‘NUTES fingers hecause the words refused to
TOPLANAND leave my mouth.
WRITE AN ESSAY “Why don't you let us hear
BASED ON THE your monologue now?” the
FOLLOWING:

woman with the dangling glasses
asked softly.

[ stood up abrupty, and my
chair dattered onto its side two feet
from where [ stood. I picked it up,
wishing with all my strength thata
thunderbole would strike me dead
to ashes on the spot.

“It's all right,” she said.
“Take 2 deep breath. We know
you're nervous.”

[ closed my eyes and
breathed deeply, walked to the middle of the room and

began my monologue.

"1 had failed the
audition and would
never, ever get out
of Brooklyn," Why
does Santiago feel
this way? Can you
relate to this
sentiment? Have
you ever been in a
position like this?

“Ju bee lonh 2 a type dats berry eémo in dis kunuee,
Meessees Felps. A type off selfcent red self pee tee in sun de
boring e gress wid on men shon ah ball pro kiee bee tees on
de side.”

In spite of M. Gatti's reminders that I should speak slowly
and enunciate every word, even if [ didn’t understand it, [ recited
my three-minute monalogue in one minuce flac.

The small woman's long lashes seemed to have grown with

Before long | had forgotten
where | was, and that the
tree didn't exist and
Bonnie was not my sister.
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|WHEN | WAS PUERTO RICAN by Esmeralda Santiago -

amazement. The elegant womnans serene face twitched with con-
trolled laughter. The tall one dressed in beige smiled sweetly.

“Thank you, dear,” she said. “Could you wait outside for
a few moments?”

I resisted the urge to curtsy. The long hallway had narrow
wainscotting halfway up to the high ceiling. Single bulb lamps
hung from long cotds, creating yellow puddles of light on the
polished brown linoleum ule. A couple of girls my age sat on
straight chairs next to their mothers, waiting their turn. They
looked up as [ came out and the door shut behind me. Mami
stood up from her chair at the end of the hall. She looked as
scared as [ felc.

“What happened?”

“Nothing,” | mumbled, afraid that if T began telling her
about it, [ would break into tears in front of the other people,
whose eyes followed me and Mami as we walked to the ZaT
sign. “T have w0 wait here a minute.”

“Did they say anything?”

“No. I'm just supposed to wait.”

We leaned against the wall. Across from us there was a bul-
letin board with newspaper clippings about former students. On
the ragged edge, a neat person had printed in blue ink, “RA.”
and the year the actor, dancer, or musician had graduated. I
closed my eyes and tried to picture miyself on that bulletin board,
with “DA. '66" across the top.

The door at the end of the hall opened, and the woman in
beige poked her head out.

“Esmeralda?"

“81, [ mean, here.” [ raised my hand.

She led me into the room. There was another gitl in there,
whom she introduced as Bonnie, a junior at the school.

“Do you know what a pantomime is?” the woman
asked. [ nodded. "You and Bonnie are sisters decorating
a Christmas tree.”

Bonnie looked a lot like Juanita Matfn, whom I had last
seen in Macdn four years cadier, We decided where the
invisible Christmas tree would be, and we sat on the floor
and pretended we were tzking decorations out of boxes and
hanging them on the branches.

My family had never had a Christnas wee, but 1
remembered how once I had helped Papi wind colored lights
around the eggplant bush that divided our land from Dofia
And’s. We scarted at the bottom and wound the wire with
tiny red bulbs around and around until we ran out then
Papi plugged another cord to it and we kept going untit the
branches hung heavy with light and the bush looked ike it

was on fire.
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Before long I had forgotten where [ was, and that the of new clothes and shoes, after Mami had 1o take a day off
tree didn't exist and Bonnie was not my sister, She pretended work to take me into Manhattan, after all thac, I had failed
to hand me a very delicate ball, and just before I ook it, she the audition and would never, ever, get our of Brooklyn.
made like it fell to the ground and shactered. 1 was petrified
that Mami would come in and yell ar us for breaking her

favorite decoration. Just as [ began to pick up the tiny frag- WHAT HAPPENED NEXT?
ments of nonexistent erystal, 2 voice broke in. “Thank you.” Esmeralda Santiago was accepted to The High
Bonnie got up, smiled, and wenr cut. School of Performing Arts, despite her worst
The elegant woman stretched her hand out for me fears. In the epilogue of When | Was Puerto Rican,
to shake, it is 13 years later, and Santiago returns to visit
“We will notify your school in a few weeks. It was very Performing Arts while on a break from Harvard
nice to meet you.” University. One of her favorite teachers, who
1 shook hands all around then backed out of the room attended her audition, told her how funny it had
in 2 fog, sient, as if the pantomime had taken my voice and been “to see a 14-year-old Puerto Rican girl
the urge to speak. jabbering out a monologue about a possessive
On the way home Mami kept asking what had hap- mother-in-law at the turn of the century, the words
pened, and I kept mumbling, “Nothing. Nothing hap- incomprehensible because they went by so fast.” She
pened,” ashamed that, after all the hours of practice with also tells Esmevalda, "We admired . . . the courage it
Mirs. Johnson, M. Barone, and Mr. Gatdi, after the expense tock to stand in front of us and do what you did." B

THE HIGH SCHOOL OF PERFORMING ARTS

IN 1980, NEW YORK CITY'S High School of the Performing Arts became
the subject of the Academy Award-winning movie Fame. The movie, star-
ring Irene Cara as Coco, Lee Gurreri as Bruno, Barry Miller. as Raul, and
Paul McCrane as Montgomery (Dr. Romano on ER), chronicled the lives of
students at the schoo! from audition to graduation. The movie spawned a
hit TV series that ran from 1982-1987. The school is now known as the
Fiorello H. LaGuardia High School of Music and Art and the Performing
Arts; and it is located in New York Cily. For more information about the
Does this look Jike your},.gh schoo school, which provides high school students with professional teaining in
. Students'rock out in. Fame (1980), - the areas of art, drama, dance, and music, visit www.laguardiahs.com.
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Ideas & Trends; Rascal or Racist? Censoring a Rabbit

By JOHN LELAND
Putblished. June 3, 2001

AFTER Cartoon Network acquired the rights to all the Bugs Bunny cartoons, it announced, in

early May, that it would celebrate by holding a marathon 49-hour broadcast of the entire Bugs
oeuvre -- the first complete airing ever. Then the network blinked.

Twelve cartoons would not be aired because they contained racially offensive material, the
network said.

Animation fans hit the roof. "These are important historical documents, and they're being
terribly abused," said Jerry Beck, an animation historian. "Adults should be able to see this
work."

The whole episode afford insights into how popular culture channels popular values, and how
media corporations like AOL Time Warner and Disney, which control the historical record of
cartoons, will preserve or erase its objectionable chapters.
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"All This and Rabbit Stew" is one of 12 cartoons pulled from the Bugs festival, which began
Friday night and ends tonight. It is a seven-minute short, produced in 1941, in which a black
hunter stalks Bugs Bunny. The hunter, all massive lips and shuffling feet, is the sort of crude
stereotype guaranteed to generate outrage today. The 11 other banned cartoons, created between
1941 and 1960, contain similarly provocative images: bloodthirsty Native Americans, bumbling
Japanese soldiers, savage Eskimos. Bugs's many encounters with French, Italian and Irish
stereotypes will run uncensored.

Cartoons have always played to our most unfiltered, primal selves. "We're prone to cartoon
stereotyping because that's how we think, how we hold images in our heads,"” said the comic
artist Art Spiegelman. "It's preliterate thinking. They scare us because they cut deep, through all
our layers of verbiage. It makes them seem charged and dangerous, and they are. But that just
means you have to treat them with respect.”

For media companies, such raw expressiveness is cause for anxiety. The early cartoons wete
created for adult audiences in movie theaters, But by the 1970, as the same shorts came under
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new scrutiny as childen's programming, networks and studios began to cut and snip.

Disney removed scenes of its Pecos Bill character smoking cigarettes. ABC, which ran many of
the Warner Brothers cartoons, cut scenes of violence, though with baffling inconsistency.

"One year, even a reference to a gun would be out of a cartoon,” said Greg Ford, who produced
Bugs Bunny cartoons in the 198¢'s and 1990's. "The next year it might be back." Cartoon
Network continues to edit selectively.

The cartoon directors were rarely consulted. "The networks were lousy editors and lousy child
psychologists, too," said Chuck Jones, 89, who directed many of the great Warner Brothers
cartoons and three of the banned Bugs sherts. "They just went ahead and chewed the things to
pieces."

Feature films were also affected. When Disney rereleased "Fantasia” in 1991, the studio deleted
scenes of a pair of female centaurs drawn as African-American stereotypes. (The black crows in
Disney's "Dumbo," one of them named Jim, have so far escaped the knife.)

OTHER cartoons were simply removed from circulation, Warner pulled about 20 cartoons,
including "All This and Rabbit Stew,” for their racial stereotypes. Disney retired its 1946 feature,
"Song of the South,"” based on Joel Chandler Harris's stories and filled with images of happy
slaves, An Oscar-winning 1943 Donald Duck short called "Der Fuehrer's Face," in which Donald
dreams he is a Nazi, surfaces now only on unauthorized tapes.

As entertainment companies become conglomerates, the old cartoons, which generate modest
earnings on niche cable outlets like Cartoon Network or the Disney Channel, create potential
liabilities. If our image of Donald Duck includes a swastika, we might rethink that trip to
Eurodisney.

Kevin 8. Sandler, editor of "Reading the Rabbit: Explorations iz Warner Bros. Animation,” said
Disney has been particularly vigilant about protecting its image.

"Disney erases memory by making their clder cartoons unavailable to newer audiences," Mr.
Sandler said. "They're able to maintain the globalized image of Disney as patriotic, diverse, all-
inclusive and respectful of others' identity.”

When Disney's 1992 film "Aladdin” drew protests from Arab-American groups for the song lines,
"Where they cut off your ear if they don't like your face/It's barbaric, but hey, it's home,” the
company changed the lyric.

Disney executives did not respond to repeated requests for comment

For Cartoon Network, a division of AOL Time Waruner, this year's Bugs Bunny festival was a
chance to plug some of the gaps in animation history. Then company executives started viewing
the clips.

"We had a very raucous debate within the network," said Mike Lazzo, senior vice president of
programming. He said the network felt no pressure from its parent corporation.

Some cartoons, like the Oscar-nominated "Hiawatha's Rabbit Hunt," which features hapless
Native Americans, struck Mr. Lazzo as benign. Others, including "All This and Rabbit Stew,”
took him aback,

THE network considered grouping the 12 offending shorts together and airing them with a
disclaimer. But ultimately, the fact that the audience would consist mostly of children under 11
decided matters.

My great fear,” Mr. Lazzo said, "is that a 6-year-old stumbles upon one of these cartoons and
doesn't have the wiring to understand the environment these cartoons are made in." The
network has commissioned a 30-minute documentary, produced by the historian Jerry Beck,
featuring clips from the banned 12,
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But cartoons, like other unruly eruptions from the subconscious, are likely to frustrate the efforts
of studios, networks and other grown-up institutions to control them.

Already, the banned cartoons can be found on the Internet, which seems fitting. The Internet is a
sprawling, unbridled, inchoate world -- a global id. Bugs, Daffy, Tom and Jerry and the rest
should feel right at home.

Photo: Bugs in blackface in a promotional film for war bonds in World War IL. (Photofest)

Home | Times Topics | Member Center

Copyrighl 2013  The New York Times Gompany | Privacy Policy | Help { Contact Us | Wark for Us | Site Map | Index by Keyword

http:/ fwww.nytimes.com/20017/06/03 /weekinreview/ ideas-trends-rascal-or-racist-censoring-a-rabbit.html Page 3 of 3

Do






314

& <

Alice Walker
(b. 1944)

Everyday Use

Walker’'s Puliizer Prize-winning eplstolary novel The Color
Purple (1982) and its 1985 fiim verslon have made her the
most famous black woman writer in contemporary America,
perhaps the most widely read of any American woman of
color. A native of Eatonton, Georgia, Walker was the eighth
child of an Impoverished farm couple. She attended
Spelman College In Atlanta and Sarah Lawrence College in
New York on scholarships, graduating In 1965. Walker began
her literary career as a poet, eventually publishing six
volumes of poetry. Her short story collections and novels,
including The Temple of My Familiar (1989) and Possessing
the Secret of Joy (1992), which takes as lts subject the
controversial practice of female clrcumcision among African
tribes, continue to reach large audiences and have solidl-
fied her reputation as one of the major figures In
contemporary literature. Walker has colned the term
*womanist” to stand for the black feminist concemns of much
of her fiction. “Everyday Use,” a story from the early 1970s, Is
simultaneously a satisfying plece of realistic soclal
commentary and a subtly satlrical varlation on the anclent
fable of the city mouse and the country mouse.

For your grandmama.

I will wait for her in the yard that Maggie and I made so clean and wavy
yesterday afternoon. A yard like this is more comfortable than most people
know. It is not just a yard. It is like an extended living room. When the hard
clay is swept clean as a floor and the fine sand around the edges lined with tiny,
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irregular grooves anyone can come and sit and look up into the elm tree and
wait for the breezes that never come inside the house.

Maggie will be nervous until after her sister goes: she will stand hope-
lessly in corners homely and ashamed of the burn scars down her arms and legs,
eyeing her sister with a mixture of envy and awe. She thinks her sister has held
life always in the palm of one hand, that “no” is a word the world never learned
to say to her.

You've no doubt seen those TV shows wherc the child who has “made it” is
confronted, as a surprise, by her own mother and father, tottering in weakly
from backstage. (A pleasant surprise, of course: What would they do if parent
and child came on the show only to curse out and insult each other?) On TV
mother and child embrace and smile into each other’s faces. Sometimes the
mother and father weep, the child wraps them in her arms and leans across the
table to tell how she would not have made it without their help. 1 have seen
these programs.

Sometimes I dream a dream in which Dee and I are suddenly brought
together on a TV program of this sort. Out of a dark and soft-seated limousine I
am ushered into a bright room filled with many people. There I meet a smil-
ing, gray, sporty man like Johnny Carson who shakes my hand and tells me what
a fine girl I have. Then we are on the stage and Dee is embracing me with tears
in her cyes. She pins on my dress a large orchid, even though she has told me once
that she thinks orchids are tacky flowers.

In real life I am a large, big-boned woman with rough, man-working
hands. In the winter I wear flannel nightgowns to bed and overalls during the
day. I can kill and clean a hog as mercilessly as 2 man. My fat keeps me hot in
zero weather. I can work outside all day, breaking ice to get water for washing.
I can eat pork liver cooked over the open fire minutes after it comes steaming
from the hog. One winter I knocked a bull calf seraight in the brain between
the eyes with a sledge hammer and had the meat hung up to chill before
nightfall. But of course all this does not show on television. I am the way my
daughter would want me to be: a hundred pounds lighter, my skin like an
uncooked barley pancake. My hair glistens in the hot bright lights. }ohnny
Carson has much to do to keep up with my quick and witty tongue.

But that is a mistake. I know even before I wake up. Who ever knew a
Johnson with a quick tongue? Who can even imagine me looking a strange
white man in the eye? It seems to me I have talked to them always with one foot
raised in flight, with my head turned in whichever way is farthest from them.
Dee, though. She would always look anyone in the eye. Hesitation was no part
of her nature.
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“How do I look, Mama?” Maggie says, showing just enough of her thin
body enveloped in pink skirt and red blouse for me to know she’s there, almost
hidden by the door. '

“Come out into the yard,” I say.

Have you ever seen a lame animal, perhaps a dog run over by some careless
person rich enough to own a car, sidle up to someone who is ignorant enough to
be kind to him? That is the way my Maggic walks. She has been like this, chin
on chest, eyes on ground, fect in shuffle, ever since the fire that burned the other
house to the ground. :

Dee is lighter than Maggie, with nicer hair and a fuller figure. She’s a
woman now, though sometimes I forget. How long ago was it that the other
house burned? Ten, twelve years? Sometimes I can still hear the flames and fecl
Maggic's arms sticking to me, her hair smoking and her dress falling off her
in little black papery flakes. Her eyes seemed stretched open, blazed open by the
flames reflected in them. And Dee. I see her standing off under the sweet gum
tree she used to dig gum out of; a look of concentration on her face as she
watched the last dingy gray board of the house fall in toward the red-hot brick
chimney. Why don’t you do a dance around the ashes? I'd wanted to ask her. She
had hated the house that much. .

I used to think she hated Maggie, too. But that was before we raised the
money, the church and me, to send her to Augusta to school. She used to read to-us
without pity; forcing words, lies, other folks' habits, whole lives upon us two,

_sitting trapped and ignorant underneath her voice. She washed us in a river of

make-belicve, burned us with a lot of knowledge we didn’t necessarily need to

‘know. Pressed us to her with the serious way she read, to shove us away at just the

moment, like dimwits, we seemed about to understand.

Dee wanted nice things. A yellow organdy dress to wear to her graduation
from high school; black pumps to match a green suit she’d made from an old
suit somebody gave me. She was determined to stare down any disaster in her
efforts. Her eyelids would not flicker for minutes at a time. Often I fought off
the temptation to shake her. At sixteen she had a style of her own: and knew what
style was. :

I never had an education myself, After second grade the school was closed
down. Don’t ask me why: in 1927 colored asked fewer questions than they do
now. Sometimes Maggie reads to me. She stumbles along good-naturedly but
can’t see well. She knows she is not bright. Like good looks and moncy, quick-
ness passed her by, She will marry John Thomas (who has mossy teeth in an
cacnest face) and thén I'll be free to sit here and I guess just sing church songs to
myself, Although I never was a good singer. Never could carry a tine. I was
always better at 2 man's job. I-used to love to milk till I was hoofed in the side
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in '49. Cows are soothing and slow and don’t bother you, unless you try to milk
them the wrong way.

I have deliberately turned my back on the house. It is three rooms, just like
the one that burned, except the roof is tin; they don’t make shingle roofs any
more. There are no real windows, just some holes cut in the sides, like the port-
holes in a ship, but not round and not square, with rawhide holding the shutters
up on the outside. This house is in a pasture, too, like the other one. No doubt
when Dee sees it she will want to tear it down. She wrote me once that no matter
where we “choosc” to live, she will manage to come sec us. But she will never
bring her friends. Maggic and I thought about this and Maggic asked me,
“Mama, when did Dec ever have any friends?”

She had a few. Furtive boys in pink shirts hanging about on washday after
school. Nervous girls who never laughed. Impressed with her they worshiped
the well-turned phrase, the cute shape, the scalding humor that erupted like
bubbles in lye. She read to them. .

When she was courting Jimmy T she didn’t have much time to pay to us,
but turned all her faultfinding power on him. He flew to marry a cheap gal

from a family of ignorant flashy people. She hardly had time to recompose
herself. :

When she comes I will mect—but there they are!

Maggie attempts to make a dash for the house, in her shuffling way, but I
stay her with my hand. “Come back here,” I say. And she stops and tries to diga
well in the sand with her toe.

It is hard to sec them clearly through the strong sun. But even the first
glimpse of leg out of the car tells me it is Dee. Her feet were always neat-look-
ing, as if God himself had shaped them with a certain style. From the other side
of the car comes a short, stocky man. Hair is all over his head a foot long and
hanging from his chin like a kinky mule tail. I hear Maggie suck in her breath.
“Uhnnnh,” is what it sounds like. Like when you see the wriggling end of a
snake just in front of your foot on the road. “Uhnnnh.”

Dee next. A dress down to the ground, in this hot weather. A dress so loud
it hurts my cyes. There are yellows and oranges enough to throw back the light
of the sun. I fecl my whole face warming from the heat waves it throws out.
Earrings, too, gold and hanging down to her shoulders. Bracelets dangling and
making noises when she moves her arm up to shake the folds of the dress out of
her armpits, The dress is loose and flows, and as she walks closer, I like it. I
hear Maggic go “Uhnnnh” again. It is her sister’s hair. It stands straighe up like
the wool on a sheep. It is black as night and around the edges are two long pig-
tails that rope about like small lizards disappearing behind her ears.

“Wa-su-z0-Tean-o!” she says, coming on in that gliding way the dress
makes her move. The short stocky fellow with the hair to his navel is all
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grinning and he follows up with “Asalamalakim, my mother and sister!” He
moves to hug Maggie but she falls back, right up against the back of my chair. I
feel her trembling there and when I look up I see the perspiration falling off
her chin.

“Don’t get up,” says Dee. Since I am stout it takes something of a push. You
can see me trying to move a second or two before I make it, She turns, showing
white heels through her sandals, and goes back to the car. Out she pecks next
with a Polaroid. She stoops down quickly and lines up picture after picture of
me sitting there in front of the house with Maggie cowering behind me. She
never takes a shot without making sure the house is included. When a cow comes
nibbling around the edge of the yard she snaps it and me and Maggic and the
house. Then she puts the Polaroid in the back seat of the car, and comes up and
kisses me on the forchead.

Meanwhile Asalamalakim is going through the motions with Maggie’s
hand. Maggie’s hand is as limp as a fish, and probably s cold, despite the swear,
and she keeps trying to pull it back, It looks like Asalamalakim wants to shake
hands but wants to do it fancy. Or maybe he don’t know how people shake hands.
Anyhow, he soon gives up on Maggie. A

“Well,” I say. “Dee.”

“No, Mama,” she says. “Not ‘Dee,’ Wangero Leewanika Kemanjo!”

“What happened to ‘Dee’?” I wanted to know.

“She’s dead,” Wangero said. “I couldn’t bear it any longer being named
after the people who oppress me.”

“You know as well as me you was named after your aunt Dicie,” I said.
Dicie is my sister. She named Dee. We called her “Big Dec” after Dee was born.

“But who was she named after?” asked Wangero.

“I guess after Grandma Dee,” I said,

“And who was she named after?” asked Wangero.

“Her mother,” I said, and saw Wangero was getting tired, “That’s about as
far back as I can trace it,” I said. Though, in fact, I probably could have carried
it back beyond the Civil War through the branches.

“Well,” said Asalamalakim, “there you are.”

“Uhnnnh,” I heard Maggie say.

“There 1 was not,” I said, “before ‘Dicie’ cropped up in our family, so
why should I try to trace it that far back?” -

He just stood there grinning, looking down on me like somebody
inspecting 2 Model A car. Every once in a while he and Wangero sent eye signals
over my head. '

“How do you pronounce this name?” [ asked.

“You don't have to call me by it if you don’t want to,” said Wangero.

“Why shouldn’t 12" T asked,-*If that’s what you want us to call you, we'll
‘call you.”
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“I know it might sound awkward at first,” said Wangero.

“I'll get used to it,” I said. “Ream it out again.”

Well, soon we got the name out of the way. Asalamalakim had a name
twice as long and three times as hard. After I tripped over it two or three times
he told me to just to call him Hakim-a-barber. I wanted to ask him was he a
barber, but I didn’t really think he was, so I didn’t ask.

“You must belong to those beef-cattle peoples down the road,” I said. They
said “Asalamalakim” when they met you, too, but they didn’t shake hands
Always too busy: feeding the cattle, fixing the fences, putting up salt-lick shel-
ters, throwing down hay. When the white folks poisoned some of the herd the
men stayed up all night with rifles in their hands. I walked a mile and a half
just to see the sigh.

Hakim-a-barber said, “I accept some of their doctrines, but farming and
raising cattle is not my style.” (They didn’t tell me, and I didn’t ask, whether
Wangero [Dee] had really gone and married him.)

We sat down to cat and right away he said he didn't cat collards and pork
was unclean, Wangero, though, went on through the chitlins and corn bread, the
greens and everything else. She talked a blue streak over the sweet potatoes.
Everything delighted her. Even the fact that we still used the benches her daddy
made for the table when we couldn’t afford to buy chairs.

“Oh, Mama!” she cried. Then turned to Hakim-a-barber. “I never knew
how lovely these benches are. You can feel the rump prints,” she said, running
her hands underneath her and along the bench. Then she gave a sigh and her hand
closed over Grandma Dee’s butter dish, “That’s it!” she said. “I knew there was
something I wanted to ask you if I could have.” She jumped up from the table
and went over in the corner where the churn stood, the milk in it clabber by
now. She looked at the churn and looked at it.

“This churn top is what I nced,” she said. “Didn’t Uncle Buddy whictle it
out of a tree you all used to have?”

“Yes,” 1 said.

“Uh huh,” she said happily. “And I want the dasher, to00.”

“Uncle Buddy whittle that, too?” asked the barber.

Dee (Wangero) looked up at me.

“Aunt Dee's first husband whittled the dash,” said Maggic so low you
almost couldn’t hear her. “His name was chry, but they called him Stash.”

“Maggie’s brain is like an elephant’s,” Wangero said, laughing, “I can use
the churn top as a centerpiece for the alcove table,” she said, sliding a plate over
the churn, “and I'll think of somcthmg artistic to do with the dasher.”

When she finished wrapping the dasher the handle stuck out. I took it for a
moment in my hands. You didn’t even have to look close to see where hands
pushing the dasher up and down to make butter had left a kind of sink in the

wood. In fact, there were a lot of small sinks; you could see where thumbs and
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fingers had sunk into the wood. It was beautiful light yellow wood, from a tree
that grew in the yard where Big Dee and Stash had lived.

After dinner Dee (Wangero) went to the trunk at the foot of my bed and
started rifling through it. Maggic hung back in the kitchen over the dishpan.
Out came Wangero with two quilts. They had been picced by Grandma Dee and
then Big Dee and me had hung them on the quilt frames on the front porch and
quilted them. One was in the Lone Star pattern. The other was Walk Around the
Mountain. In both of them were scraps of dresses Grandma Dee had worn fifty
and more years ago. Bits and pieces of Grandpa Jarrell's paisley shirts. And one
teeny faded blue piece, about the picce of a penny matchbox, that was from
Great Grandpa Ezra’s uniform that he wore in the Civil War.

“Marna,” Wangero said sweet as a bird. “Can I have these old quilts?”

I heard something fall in the kitchen, and a minute later the kitchen door
slammed.

“Why don't you take one or two of the others?” I asked. “These old things
was just done by me and Big Dee from some tops your grandma picced before
she died.”

“No,” said Wangero. “I don’t want those. They are stitched around the
borders by machine.” -

“That's make them last better,” I said.

“That’s not the point,” said Wangero. “These are all picces of dresses
Grandma used to wear. She did all this sticching by hand. Imagine!” She held
the quilts securely in her arms, stroking them.

“Some of the pieces, like those lavender ones, come from old clothes her
mother handed down to het,” 1 said, moving up to touch the quilts. Dee
(Wangero) moved back just enough so that I couldn’t reach the quilts. They
already belonged to her.

“Imaginc!” she breathed again, clutching them closely to her bosom.

“The truth is,” 1 said, “I promised to give them quilts to Maggie, for
when she marries John Thomas.”

She gasped like a bee had stung her. .

“Maggie can’t appreciate these quilts!” she said. “She’d probably be back-
ward enough to put them to everyday use.” '

“I reckon she would,” I said. “God knows I been saving 'em for long
enough with nobody using "em. I hope she willl” I didn’t want to bring up how
1 had offered Dee (Wangero) a quilt when she went away to college. Then she
had told me they were old-fashioned, out of style.

“But they're priceless!” she was saying now, furiously; for she has a temper.
“Maggie would put them on the bed and in five years they’d be in rags. Less than
that!”

- “She can always make some more,” I said. “Maggic knows how to quilt.”
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Dee (Wangcro) looked at me with hatred. “You just will not understand.
The point is these quilts, shese quilts!”

“Well,” I said, stumped. “What would you do with them’"

“Hang them,” she said. As if that was the only thing you could do with
quilts.

Maggic by now was standing in the door. I could almost hear the sound
her feet made as they scraped over each other.

“She can have them, Mama,” she said, like somebody used to never winning
anything, or having anything reserved for her. “I can 'member Grandma Dee
without the quilts.”

I looked at her hard. She had filled her bottom lip with checkerberry
snuff and it gave her face a kind of dopey, hangdog look. It was Grandma Dee
and Big Dee who taught her how to quilt herself. She stood there with her
scarred hands hidden in the folds of her skirt. She looked at her sister with
something like fear but she wasn’t mad at her. This was Maggie’s portion. This
was the way she knew God to-work.

When I looked at her like that something hit me in the top of my head and
ran down to the soles of my feet. Just like when I'm in church and the spirit of
God touches me and 1 get happy and shout. I did something I never had done
before: hugged Maggie to me, then dragged her on into the room; snatched the
quilts out of Miss Wangero’s hands and dumped them into Maggie's lap.
Maggie just sat there on my bed with her mouth open.

“Take one or two of the others,” I said to Dee.

But she turned without a word and went out to Hakim-a-barber.

“You just don’t understand,” she said, as Maggie and I came out to the car,

“What don't I understand?” I wanted to know.

“Your heritage,” she said. And then she turned to Maggie, kissed her, and
said, “You ought to try to make something of yourself, too, Maggie. It's really a

new day for us. But from the way you and Mama still live you'd never know it.”

She put on some sunglasses that hid everything above the tip of her nose
and her chin.
Maggic smiled; maybe at the sunglasses. But a real smile, not scared. After

we watched the car dust settle I asked Magglc to bring me a dip of snuff. And

then the two of us sat there j just enjoying, until it was time to go in the house
and go to bed.
—1973
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ran past, and then started off along the logging road. We hadn't been walking more than
three or four minutes when there was a noise in the near distance. We turned to see a
cloud of dust heading our way led by an ancient pickup truck moving at great speed. As it
approached I instinctively put my thumb out, and to my astonishment it stopped about
fifty feet past us.

We ran up to the driver's window. There were two guys in the cab, both in hardhats
and dirty from work--loggers obviously.

"Where you going?" asked the driver.

"Anywhere," I said. "Anywhere but here."

So we didn't see Katahdin. We didn't even see Katahdin Iron Works, except as a glimpsed
blur because we shot past it at about seventy miles an hour on the bounciest, most
terrifyingly hasty ride I ever hope to have in the back of a pickup truck on a dirt road.

We held on for dear life in the open back, lifting our feet to let chainsaws and other
destructive-looking implements slide past-- first this way, then that--while the driver
propelled us through the flying woods with reckless zest, bouncing over potholes with
such vigor as to throw us inches into the air, and negotiating curves as if in startled
afterthought. In consequence we alighted at the little community of Milo, twenty miles to
the south, on unsteady legs and blinking at the suddenness with which our circumstances
had changed. One moment we had been in the heart of wilderness, facing at least a two-
day hike to civilization; now we were in the forecourt of a gas station on the edge of a
remote little town. We watched the pickup truck depart, then took our bearings.

"You want to get a Coke?" I said to Katz. There was a machine by the gas station door.

He considered for a moment. "No," he said. "Maybe later.”

It was unlike Katz not to fall upon soft drinks and junk food with exuberant lust when
the opportunity presented itself, but I believe I understood. There is always a measure of
shock when you leave the trail and find yourself parachuted into a world of comfort and
choice, but it was different this time. This time it was permanent. We were hanging up
our hiking boots. From now on, there would always be Coke, and soft beds and showers
and whatever else we wanted. There was no urgency now. It was a strangely subduing
notion.

Milo had no motel, but we were directed to a place called Bishop's Boarding-house, a
large old white house on a handsome street of elegant trees, wide lawns, substantial old
houses--the kind of homes where the garages were originally carriage houses with
quarters upstairs for the servants.

We were received with warmth and bustling kindliness by the proprietor, Joan Bishop,
a cheery, snowy-haired lady with a hearty Down East accent who came to the door
wringing floury hands on an apron and waved us and our grubby packs into the spotless
interior without a flicker of dismay.

The house smelled wholesomely of fresh-baked pastry, garden tomatoes, and air
undisturbed by fans or air-conditioners--old-fashioned summer smells. She called us "you
boys" and acted as if she had been expecting us for days, possibly years.

"Goodness me, just look at you boys!" she clucked in astonishment and delight. "You
look as if you've been wrestling bears!"
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I suppose we must have looked a sight. Katz was liberally covered in blood from his
fraught stumble through the woods, and there was tiredness all over us, even in our eyes.

"Now you boys go up and get yourselves cleaned up and come down to the porch and
I'll have a nice jug of iced tea waiting for you. Or would you rather lemonade? Never
mind, T'll make both. Now go on!" And off she bustled.

“Thanks, Mom," we muttered in dazzled and grateful unison.

Katz was instantly transformed--so much so that he felt perhaps a trifle too much at
home. I was wearily taking some things from my pack when he suddenly appeared in my
room without knocking and hastily shut the door behind him, looking flummoxed. Only a
towel, clutched not quite adequately around his waist, preserved his hefty modesty.

"Little old lady," he said in amazement.

"Pardon?"

"Little old lady in the hallway," he said again.

"It is a guest house, Stephen.”

"Yeah, I hadn't thought of that,” he said. He peeked out the door and disappeared
without elaboration.

When we had showered and changed, we joined Mrs, Bishop on the screened porch,
where we slumped heavily and gratefully in the big old porch chairs, legs thrust out, the
way you do when it's hot and you're tired. I was hoping that Mrs. Bishop would tell us
that she was forever putting up hikers who had been foiled by the Hundred Mile
Wilderness, but in fact we were the first she could recall in that category.

"I'read in the paper the other day that a man from Portland hiked Katahdin to
celebrate his seventy-eighth birthday," she said conversationally.

That made me feel immensely better, as you can imagine.

"I expect I'll be ready to try again by then," Katz said, running a finger along the line of
scratch on his forearm.

"Well, it'll still be there, boys, when you're ready for it," she said. She was right, of
course,

We dined in town at a popular restaurant called Angle's and afterwards, with the
evening warm and congenial, went for a stroll, Milo was a sweetly hopeless town--
commercially forlorn, far from anywhere and barely alive, but curiously likeable. It had
some nice residential streets and an impressive fire station. Perhaps it was just that it was
our last night away from home. Anyway, it seemed to suit us.

"50 do you feel bad about leaving the trail?" Katz asked after a time,

I thought for a moment, unsure. I had come to realize that I didn't have any feelings
towards the AT that weren't confused and contradictory. I was weary of the trail, but stil
strangely in its thrall; found the endless slog tedious but irresistible; grew tired of the
boundless woods but admired their boundlessness; enjoyed the escape from civilization
and ached for its comforts. I wanted to quit and to do this forever, sleep in a bed and in a
tent, see what was over the next hill and never see a Hhili again. All of this all at once,
every moment, on the trail or off. "I don't know," I said. "Yes and no, 1 guess. What
about you?"

He nodded. "Yes and no."

We walked along for some minutes, lost in small thoughts.
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"Anyway, we did it," Katz said at last, looking up. He noted my quizzical expression.
"Hiked Maine, I mean."

I looked at him. "Stephen, we didn't even see Mount Katahdin."

He dismissed this as a petty quibble. "Another mountain,” he said. "How many do you
need to see, Bryson?"

I snorted a small laugh. "Well, that's one way of looking at it."

"It's the only way of looking at it," Katz went on and quite earnestly. "As far as I'm
concerned, I hiked the Appalachian Trail. I hiked it in snow and I hiked it in heat. I hiked
it in the South and I hiked in the North. I hiked it till my feet bled. I hiked the Appalachian
Trail, Bryson."

"We missed out a lot of it, you know."

"Details,”" Katz sniffed.

I shrugged, not unhappily. "Maybe you're right."

"Of course I'm right,” he said, as if he were seldom otherwise.

We had reached the edge of town, by the little gas station/grocery store where the
lumberjacks had dropped us. It was still open.

"So what do you say to some cream soda?" Katz said brightly. "I'lil buy."

I looked at him with deepened interest. "You don't have any money."

"T know. I'll buy it with your money."

I grinned and handed him a five-dollar bill from my wallet.

" *X-Files' tonight," Katz said happily--very happily--and disappeared into the store. I
watched him go, shaking my head, and wondered how he always knew.

So that is how it ended for me and Katz--with a six-pack of cream soda in Milo, Maine.

Katz returned to Des Moines to a small apartment, a job in construction, and a life of
devoted sobriety. He calls from time to time and talks about coming out to try the
Hundred Mile Wilderness again, though I don't suppose he ever will.

I continued to hike, on and off, through the rest of summer and into fall. In mid-
October, at the height of the foliage season, I went for what proved to be a final walk, a
return visit to Killington Peak in Vermont, on one of those glorious days when the world is
full of autumn muskiness and crisp, tangy perfection and the air so clear that you feel as
if you could reach out and ping it with a finger. Even the colors were crisp: vivid blue sky,
deep green fields, leaves in every sharp shade that nature can bestow. It is a truly
astounding sight when every tree in a forest becomes individual; where formerly had
sprawled a seamless cloak of green there now stood a million bright colors.

I hiked with enthusiasm and vigor, buoyed by fresh air and splendor. From the roof of
Killington there was a 360-degree panorama over nearly the whole of New England and
on to Quebec as far as the distant biuish nubbin of Mont Royal. Almost every peak of
consequence in New England--Washington, Lafayette, Grey-lock, Monadnock, Ascutney,
Moosilauke--stood etched in fine relief and looked ten times closer than it actually was. It
was so beautiful I cannot tell you. That this boundless vista represented but a fragment of
the Appalachians' full sweep, that under my feet there lay a free and exquisitely
maintained trail running for 2,200 miles through hills and woods of equal grandeur, was a
thought almost too overpowering to hold. I don't recall a moment in my life when I was
more acutely aware of how providence has favored the land to which I was born. It
seemed a perfect place to stop.
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I would have had to anyway. Autumn is fleeting in New England. Within days of my
walk up Killington, winter began blowing in; the hiking season was clearly at an end. One
Sunday soon afterwards, I sat down at the kitchen table with my trail log and a calculator
and at last totted up the miles I had done. I checked the numbers through twice, then
looked up with an expression not unlike the one Katz and I had shared months before in
Gatlinburg when we realized we were never going to hike the Appalachian Trail,

I had done 870 miles, considerably less than half the AT. Al that effort and sweat and
disgusting grubbiness, all those endless plodding days, the nights on hard ground--all that
added up to just 39,5 percent of the trail. Goodness knows how anyone ever completes
the whole thing. I am filled with admiration and incredulity for those who see it through.
But hey and excuse me, 870 is still a lot of miles-from New York to Chicago, indeed
somewhat beyond. If I had hiked that against almost any other measure, we would all be
feeling pretty proud of me now.

I still quite often go for walks on the trail near my home, especially if I am stuck on
something I am working on. Most of the time I am sunk in thought, but at some point on
each walk there comes a moment when I look up and notice, with a kind of first-time
astonishment, the amazing complex delicacy of the woods, the casual ease with which
elemental things come together to form a composition that is--whatever the season,
wherever I put my besotted gaze--perfect. Not just very fine or splendid, but perfect,
unimprovable, You don't have to walk miles up mountains to achieve this, don't have to
plod through blizzards, slip sputtering in mud, wade chest-deep through water, hike day
after day to the edge of your limits--but believe me, it helps.

I have regrets, of course. I regret that I didn't do Katahdin (though I will, I promise
you, I will). I regret that I never saw a bear or wolf or followed the padding retreat of a
giant hellbender salamander, never shooed away a bobcat or sidestepped a rattlesnake,
never flushed a startled boar. I wish that just once I had truly stared death in the face
(briefly, with a written assurance of survival). But I got a great deal else from the
experience. I learned to pitch a tent and sleep beneath the stars. For a brief, proud period
I'was slender and fit. I gained a profound respect for wilderness and nature and the
benign dark power of woods. I understand now, in a way I never did before, the colossal
scale of the world. I found patience and fortitude that I didn't know I had. I discovered an
America that millions of people scarcely know exists. I made a friend. I came home,

Best of alt, these days when I see a mountain, I look at it slowly and appraisingly, with
a narrow, confident gaze and eyes of chipped granite.

We didn't walk 2,200 miles, it's true, but here's the thing: we tried. So Katz was right
after all, and I don't care what anybody says. We hiked the Appalachian Trail.
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WE CAN REMEMBER IT
FOR YOU WHOLESALE

He AWOKE -— and wanted Mars. The valleys, he thought, What would it be
Jike to trudge among them? Great and greater yet: the dream grew as he
became fully conscious, the dream and the yearning. He could almost feel the
enveloping presence of the other world, which only Government agents and
high officials had seen. A clerk like himself? Not likely.

.?mwoﬁmo&bm@ﬁncmsmmﬁwgﬁﬁn&oﬂ&g%vﬁ
usual hint of fierce crossness. “If you are, push the hot coffee button on the
darn stove”

“Qkay” Douglas Quail said, and made his way barefoot from the bedroom
of their conapt to the kitchen. There; having dutifully pressed the hot coffee
button, he seated himself at the kitchen table, brought out a yellow, small tin
of fine Dean Swift souff. He inhaled briskly, and the Beaun Nash mixture stung
his nose, burned the roof of his mouth. Butstill he inhaled; it woke him upand
, ggmgvﬁmggm%mﬁn%%.ao%

into a semblance of rationality.
T will go, he said to himself. Befire I die I'll sce Mars.

i

It was, of course, impossible, and he knew this even as he dreamed. But

reminded him of this at least once a day and he did not blame her; it was a
wife’s job to bring her husband down to Earth. Down to Earth, be thought, and
E@om.qﬁnmm:ﬁ%mugnwﬁﬁmﬁmggﬁ

“What are you sniggering sbout?” his wife asked as she swept into the
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only way you can achieve your, ahem, life-long dream; am I not correct, sir?

You can’t be this; you can’t actually do this.” He chuckled. “But you can have-

been and have done. We see to that. And our fee is reasonable; no hidden
charges.” He smiled encouragingly.

“Is an extra-factual memory that convincing?” Quail asked.

“More than the rezl thing, sis. Had you really gone to Mars as an Interplan
agent, yon would by now have forgotten a great deal; our analysis of true-mem
systems — authentic recollections of major events in a person’s life —shows
that a variety of details are very quickly lost to the person. Forever. Part of the
package we offer you is such deep implantation of recall that nothing is
forgotten. The packet which is fed to you while you’re comatose is the
creation of trained experts, men who have spent years on Mars; in every case
we verify details down to the last iota. And you've picked a rather easy
extra-factual system; had you picked Pluto or wanted to be Emperor of the
Inner Planet Alliance we’d have much more difficulty...and the charges
would be considerably greater” -

Reaching into his coat for his wallet, Quail said, “Okay. It’s beer my
life-long ambition and so I see T'll never really do it. So I guess I'll have to
settle for this” . ,

“Don’t think of it that way’ McClane said severely. “You're notaccepting

second-best. The actual memory, with afl its vagueness, omissions and
. ellipses, not to say distortions — that’s second-best.” He accepted the money
and pressed a button on his desk. “All right, Mr. Quail.” he said, as the door of
his office opened and two burly men swiftly entered. “You’re on your way to
Mars as a secret agent.” He rose, came over to shake Quail’s nervous, moist
hand. “Or rather, you have been on your way. This afternoon at four-thirty
you will, um, arrive back here on Terra; a cab will leave you off at your conapt
and as I say you will never remember seeing me or coming here; you won’t, in
fact, even remember having heard of our existence.” ’
, His mouth dry with nervousness, Quail followed the two technicians from

the MHMWH ﬁrum_%wvgnn next depended on them.
Wil I actually believe 've been on Mars? he wondered. That I manage
: .\w@ma my lifetime ambition? He had a strange, lingering muEmmoM that mohhm
thing would go wrong. But just what -— he did not know.

He would have to wait and find out.

The intercom on McClane’s desk, which connected him with the work
area of the firm, buzzed and a voice said, “Mxr. Quail is under sedation now,
sir. Do you want to supervise this one, or shall we go ahead?” ’

] “It’s routine,” McClane observed. “You may go ahead, Lowe; I don’t
think you’ll run into any trouble.” Programming an artificial BmBod” of atrip
to another planet — with or without the added fillip of being a secret agent—
showed up on the firm’s work-schedule with monotonous _.nw,EmmaNha one
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E - month, he calculated wryly, we must do twenty of these..... ersatz interplanetary

svavel has become our bread and butter.

“Whatever you say, Mr. McClane,” Lowe’s voice came, and thereapon the
jntercom shut off.

Going to the vault section in the chamber behind his office, McClane
searched about for a Three packet— trip to Mars —and a Sixty-two packet:
secret Interplan spy. Finding the two packets, be returned with them to his
desk, seated himself comfortably, poured out the contents — merchandise
which would be planted in Quail’s conapt while the 1ab technicians busied
themselves installing false memery.

A one-poscred sneaky-pete side arm, McClane reflected; that’s the largest item.
Sets us back financially the most. Then a pellet-sized trapsmitter, which counld
be swallowed if the agent were canght. Code book that astonishingly resem-

‘bled the real thing... the firm’s models were highly accurate: based, when-

ever possible, on actual U.S. military issue. Odd bits which made no intrinsic
sense but which would be woven into the warp and woof of Quail’s imaginary
trip; would coincide with his memory: half an ancient silver fifty cent piece,
several quotations from John Donne’s sermons written incorrectly, eachona
separate piece of transparent tissue-thin paper, several match folders from
bars on Mars, a stainless steel spoon engraved PROPERTY OF DOME-MARS
NATIONAL KIBBUZIM, a wire tapping coil which—

The intercom buzzed. “Mr. McClane, I'm sorry to bother you but some-
thing rather ominous has come up. Maybe it would be better if you were in
here after all. Quail is already under sedation; he reacted well to the marki-
drine; he’s completely unconscious and receptive. But—"

“T’ll be in” Sensing trouble, McClane left his office; a moment later he
emerged in the work area.

On a hygienic bed lay Douglas Quail, ‘breathing slowly and regularly, his
eyes virtually shut; he seemed dimly— but only dimly —aware of the two
technicians and now McClane himself

«There’s no space to insert false memory-patterns?”” McClane felvirrita-
tion. “Merely drop out two work weeks; he’s employed as a clerk at the West
Coast Emigration Bureau, which is a government agexncy, S0 he undoubtedly
has or had two weeks’ vacation within the lastyear. That ought to doit.” Petty
details annoyed him. And always would.

~“Qur problem,” Lowe said sharply, “is something .A:#n different.” He
bent over the bed, said to-Quail, “Tell Mr. McClane what you told us” To
MecClane he said, “Listen closely.”

The gray-green eyes of the man lying supine in the bed focussed on
McClane’s face. The eyes, he observed uneasily had become hard; they hada
polished, inorganic quality, like semi-precious tumbled stones. He was not
sure that he liked what he saw; the brilliance was too cold. “What do you want
now?” Quail said harshly. “You’ve broken my cover. Get out of here before I

W3



5

adet s o oy [ paus, (2300 pusds T4,4p1(Y FISTITY PIYSL I ST 1B [ P24 M
y ~UCHEUNDOUAp MO JO S[[Iq PO U ‘spaxdsod £yusass pue parp
. -ang oAy PouTeIuod 31 e 4rxe[diad SIY 03 ‘PIIAA0ISTP Y IN0 U SUTYT]
4 “peszsu1 2d0[2ATS Ue PUNO] PUY
— SULIOM.~MEM
UETLIZA] JO JSUTEIUOD 11 10§ pafeurama o “33700d 1800 STY 03U Sumgoeayg
-sxaydsomye AABay ST TY SAIAINS 3OPINOD 34 L9oPUawr OU
posod fo ‘e 12)Jy Swoisno ginony way pajaanws pey oy PUNE] TETLIEIAL
Jo sajdunexs PUNQLIOW [e39A3S Joeq J4SN0Iq PETY S IO JO JILLW B Sy
-SULIOM WP PUE [I0E) UM0Iq-4esd
1sapow prre SurnssEun g3 ‘SULIo} ¥ 93 USIP pEY "90IN0S moiixo ajqertod
5,500 SUr{23y221 pue Surfoeyp 1uads ses Lep 3q JO 1red pood v azoym ‘psuad
~dey oIy 229 ISNP JO PHOM 7 FIASI UOH0E JO HYTEIA JO ‘S[{TT JO TOISOII
Juoue 1masaxd-1943 we ‘s1ayend SurdeS punojord Jo oSeury ae £juo pey oy {10
~tmou sty ut Ioazs 01 1 Saq pey sIEA U0 porrad SUo-RUOm Ay Apeairy
. “na13] 40370 2q 01 Poo3 24 5,7 J|ISTIN O3 PIES [ETY) SEENO(T
' sa8earq7) Jo Pus [EnudpISa ) Je3denon ST 03 JIeq WYY PILLILS GES AN S

<asrmoxdmod pood v 2q 03 SIS I],, K[auTe} pres SUe)I
«ITEY AUM 1 JPH, »
£99 ST JTeY U301 0) S108 21,34 PUY, “PIES SUEIDIN 0Ny
‘pres
MO 1 dEU02 ST BT OM3-£IXTG PUE ML, syaqoed suejd 01 SutoS nok ary,,
19199
S [TB1iY) Se(InoC] JIPSTY SuTEo Uew ST J0 SPUEY A[AH PIYSEA £3T) JIUOOS
MY, St IOILY IO — SEM. 1 JEYM MO 1TPIP 3 U343 400 0 dn 1ep 329514
05 19400  Setj o Ads wepdisu] sumual e 19A00M -—01 ginoos Lpnpum
30 — 01 YENOEI YST[OO0] UIIQ 454 (1M PUnOre [0Cy 0) st 10§ Souqou STSIYY,
-3 oYy ] 13115 343, “PIES SUEJIO] UPUK SIY) FIIA SSIMU M SS3f Y.Ly,
nn-ﬁuwdhﬂ
11 J0EM NOK SSOMUN — PISLID 5q JAP[NOM TP I15Y Surmos IaquEamal p Y
puy ao03-1298 € paddns Surwurerdoxd ano Spr3p Aiqeqosd pay rpies
s31 03 sE 3qnop aaexd r aq £[qeqoad paY puy "Mou ‘d113 [en19E STY JO AI0WIW
SSNIJIP ‘TP SWOS A [[LA AjqEqoxd 3, "PIEs SM0Y <7 01 3qrssoduy,,

<JUORIEP3S JO INO SIMWOD ST UM IS [L2

1T 301pesd 10K UE),, “TIIY 01 STWEO JYSNOT Y “Pres WP  PIAI3Y,

- 307 ST SITA 9137 J0 10
g puas pue uonejue(dun £10mWaut aSTE] AUE JNOYILA WITY SAIASX 03 nSno am
Jur | -snovmds SI13e 204 8,97 pae aepd oy 30§ JusSe sumual e s 187,
-3 EPIP 3Y 1BTR PUE SIETA 03 UM 3Y J273 :AJSROIUEI[NTNIS PULD ST Ul saspaxd
susoddo om) prog o e p I IpnjIaiar anogoisd e wo Suriq yyBru worsny
-wo> ot pre ‘din Samuad 3Y) JO SBOS IIGUEIWAX wySrm o £5q PnoM S)[Ns
o yeqm Ul O SAISJ, JAIOWATT [EAL P 140 maned-L10@a10 IsTe)

118 H1VSATOH M NOX 04 L] S¥IHNINITY NVD M

BYRID) (0P M 0P IPYM,, ‘STEIOT 01 PIES S5[933] ‘ULIONINY29) 13O AL,
raoerd
ST 93 U IUSTUSISSE 1) 10§ IIIIUN[OA 0] WY PITBATIONT 1¥1f) ono.om_vm omw
A[pa1qnopum ‘aIIS3p € IN( ATOWIIW € 10U S 1 18] 35813 1, Up[nod Aoq [, "Jmase
181395 ¢ Sutaq pip 0s pue ‘wrny 03 [erads Sunpamos Juesw sxepy of Surod
Jeyl St MOUY Y [[8 SOLIOWIINT STIOIISW0D STY PISEId ‘Qe[ S99URIs-LIBIIjra
JuamI2A08 2 1e A]qeqord ‘Sn0amog *asIMISEI0 3T (2291, uss0p oY Apuareddes
g “TOREPIS JOPUN 15LI[ 3¢ = PUTHI STY UT PIATA L334 ST dLn a1 ], *oULIpIYIEU
) ut amop Aem Suol v 8,91 fpna) o) SuIffel SA1] TTOSEAL [BAX 1 ST YOTYA.
UOSEII 35TEf € puy ool fjemoe oy din ¢ 0) spuodserios yeye payuwerdun
Eoﬁoﬁ.uma B SJUEM 3H,, Yo1radns siy 03 pres omoT ‘dn SuusigSeng
. «HI
Surmou © ‘grayy v 1snf, [O PAMIBIE IOI0A ST . — W Ing ‘IST? APOGAIaAD
PNOM 0S 51 935 01 SFT] P.J MOUY | — IIGUESTII OF Pref] SIRIA],, "Parmmrne
A JudG pJ £eS I PIP XY, Todoap pue Jodaap ‘repun ury find o3 Sur
-AUNU0D SEM SOIP Y] (MOU ‘P PIWAIS IE] “Pres [IENY) MoK 242129 [,
«—— 0P 20 Y10/ 372 UT 1u2pooe £g AJaINu?
SITR 0JUO PA[GUINIS M JIETiy) "I "3 2ASI[a( ISEI[,, “PIES FUL[IOIA
30u0 e
1sowre pareaddesip — Smpuersropun Jo 3u0— a[TUIS A1 ‘pajrs Y SpuTe]
2192 0 0) Supues SOX INOQE ISP OS UA3] S,2GS IOPUOM 0N sAIOWSW
£ uredad 1,UpIp T UIELI90 2q 03 °°* 9w U0 25> ue Surdosy 1oeIu0d ueydiazuy
WY ST U 3q 3YS PO, JOSWIY 03 J{ey ‘Pres Sy  TSISIrY] INOGE ISPUOM I,
*paxapuod apy Jo Atowsw ou A[aInjosqe pet | sBurg: dn 1gSnaiq i1 ooy 208
0ok SnIp Ying e ANIY),, Tepnanzed ur SuB[)OJ “TIOTL JO FAIY I PIEAA
~INs pure 5942 s1y pauado of amely  4oq 1Op[nom oYM 41 1N0gE SNOLIND SBA
1 Ir@pe T “geak g “Yonis :5eM | 21911 pUe oI 01 M papuey £ — 1 pausSisse

 SEM] SIS0} 03 0} poluEM IDADU [, ‘prES [reniy) sads sig Suyuado 1nomm

« Peq A[q1113) 08 8121y 01 OF 03 paguea nok

Aqa.sy seyr 05, ‘pres o [1eniY) QI [ 90J3q SE YT S8 3q [[,9 "ureSe ureys-£10
~W3UI ST 950] 03 WY J0J ISUBLIE 9M JOWE,, “PIES SUE[)OIN 9q 3.00M 9F],,
«ITE[DIN TN “vent y3nol ¥ ST SIY L, Apamb pres amo

Jatpal

Joadmds Surysna e Spueisur 935 SULTHOW *Pase0 0TI pIEy oﬁﬂawa

‘9K ST NS Sf AUOCTE ITX AALI[ PR SSOG INOK J0J Yorq ader pne-pia mok

Keyd gpres s3eqs SurqiAroad prooal nok 3, uoy noA pjoa Apearye | sy “wepdianuy

. Jop3uady, ‘pres o Krnsoy Qs paddip A5 IETR 08 100 spiom o Surmelp
s ¥y qeads 30u pip pur wrg paks [reny) fpaysimy sdif JoSeowr oY,

*popueBmEap 9M0] 4211 9s0dmd mod puy,
*ABuneis pres [reng) giuow suQ,,
«<STETAT B0 N0A a1om Suof AOLY,, *Pres am0|
<« uonerado-1a1anos sny) Jo 281eqo Ut 31,0y,
"PINURLOI Y ok Afrercadsy,, “suer)op pAIpms o rede [B nok oxel

FIAVIY I0Ig "V diTIHg dH], 018




312 Tue PriLir K. DiCK READER

aﬁa..EnEo:mwntm»m:vomﬁsn..EE._S&OLEN _

McClane. And then the date. Today's n_»ﬁw. ,mm ffoe ret’d. By
“Recall,” he said aloud.

*E_..Wmn&_ what, sir or madam?” the robot driver of the cab inquired respect-
.
..Mo you “_B,n a phone book?” Quail demanded.
“Certainly, sir or madam.” A slot opened; from it slid a mi

book for Cook County. P ida microtape phone
“It’s spelled oddly;” Quail said as he leafed through the pages of the yellow

section. He felt fear, then; abiding fear. “Here it is,” he mBm mn.HMwn Bnuﬁmamv

10 Rekal, :.Soqvo_.mag. Pve changed my mind; I don’t want to go home.”

“Yes, sir or madam, as the case may be,” the driver said. A moment Jater
the cab was zipping back in the opposite direction. \
”nguw I make use of your phone?” he asked.
‘Be my guest,” the robot driver said. And presented a shiny new emperor

3-D color phone to him. -

] Em dialed his Own conapt. And after a pause found himself confronted bya
miniature but chillingly realistic image of Kirsten on the small screen. “I've
been to Mars,” he said to her.

“You’re drunk.” Her lips writhed scornfully. “Or worse.”

“ % God’s truth”

“When?” she demanded.

“1 %M”_; wnoam mmn_w felt confused. “A simulated trip, I think. By means of
one of those artificial or extra-factual or whatever it i
one of thoss it is memory places. It

Kirsten said witheringly, “You arz drunk.™ And broke the connection at
her end. Eo hung up, then, feeling his face flush. Always the same tone, he said
hotly to ?Emm_m Always the retort, as if she knows everything and I know nothing.
What a marriage. Keerist, he thought dismally.

) >.EoE..wE later the cab stopped at the curb before a modern, very attrac-
tive little pink building, over which a shifting polychromatic neon sign read:
REKAL, INCORPORATED.

The receptionist, chic and bare from the waist up, started in surpri

- 8

then gained masterful contrel of herself. “Oh, ro_nowmsh.. Quail,” mraw .MEM.
nervously. “H-how are you? Did you forget something?”

Mm.;n rest of my fee back,” he said.

ore composed now, the receptionist said, “Feer I think you are mis-

Ew&: Mr. Quail. You were here discussing the feasibility of »nwxn,mumnan:n_
trip mo.n you, but—” She shrugged her smooth pale shoulders. “As I under-
stand it, no trip was taken.” '

Quail said, “I remember everything, miss. My 1

said, : s . My letter to Rekal, Inco

n.:mP .s._znw started this whole business off. I remember my arrival ronmw,m“w
visit with Mr. McClane. Then the two lab technicians taking me in tow and
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administering a drug to put me out.” No wonder the firm had returned half
his fee. The false memory of his “wrip to Mars” hadn’t taken — at least not
entirely, pot as he had been assured.

“Mr, Quail;” the girl said, “slthough you are a minor clerk you are a
good-looking man and it spoils your features to become angry. If it would
make you feel any better, I might, ahem, let you take me out... »

He felt furious, then. “I remember you,” he said savagely. “For instance
the fact that your breasts are sprayed biue; that stuck in my mind. And 1
remember Mr. McClane’s promise that if I remembered my visit to Rekal,
Incorporated I'd receive my money back in full. Where is Mr. McClane?”

After a delay — probably as longas they could manage — he found himself
once more seated facing the imposing walnut desk, exactly as he had beenan
hour or so earlierin the day.

“Some technique you have;” Quail said sardonically. His disappointment
—-and resentment —was enormous, by now. “My so-called ‘memory’ ofa
trip to Mars as an undercover agent for Interplan is hazy and vagne and shot
full of contradictions. And 1 clearly remember my dealings here with you
people. I ought to take this to the Better Business Bureau” He was burning
angry, at this point; his sense of being cheated had overwhelmed him, had
destroyed his customary aversion to participating in a public squabble.

Looking morose, as well as cautious, McClane said, “We capitulate,
Quail. We'll refund the balance of your fee. 1 fully concede the fact that we did
absolutely nothing for you.” His tone was resigned.

Quail said accusingly, “You didn’t even provide me with the various
artifacts that you claimed would ‘prove’ to me I had been on Mars. All that
song-and-dance you went into —it hasn’t materialized into a damn thing.
Not even a ticket stub, Nor postcards. Nor passport. Nor proof of immuniza-
tion shots. Nor—7

«[ isten, Quail,” McClane said. “Suppose 1 told you—"" He broke off.
L et it go.” He pressed a button on his intercom. “Shirley, will you disburse
five hundred and seventy more “creds in the form of a cashier’s check made
out to Douglas Quail? Thank you” He released the button, then glared at
Quail.

~ Presently the check appeared; the receptionist placed it before McClane
and once more vanishd out of sight, leaving the two men alone, still facing
each other across the surface of the massive walnut desk.

“Let me give you a word of advice,” McClane said as he signed the check
and passed it over. “Don’t discuss your, ahem, recent trip to Mars with
anyone.”

“What trip?” .

“Well, that’s the thing” Doggedlv, McClane said, “The trip you partially
remember. Act as if you don’t remember; pretend it never took place. Don't
ask me why; just take my advice: it’H be better for all of us” He had begun to

ey
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for us. And there’s no use expunging your conscicus memory of all this,
because if we do youli simply show up at Rekal, Incorporated again and start
over. And we can’t do anvthing about MeClane and his operation because we
have no jurisdiction over anyone except our own people. Anyhow, McClane

hast’t committed any crime.” He eyed Quail, “Nor, technicatly, have you. You'

didn’t go to Rekal, Incorporated with the idea of regaining your memory; you
went, as we realize, for the usual reason people go there — a love by plain, dull
people for adventure.” He added, “Unfortunately you're net plain, not dull,
and you've already had too much excitement; the last thing in the universe you
needed was a course from Rekal, Incorporated. Nothing could have been
more Jethal for you or for us. And, for that matter, for McClane.”

Quail said, “Why is it ‘difficult’ for you if I remember my trip—my
alleged trip ~—and what I did there?”

“Because,” the Interplan harness bull said,“what you did is notin accord

with our great white all-protecting father public image. You did, for us, what
we never do. As you'll presently remember — thanks to narkidrine. That box
of dead worms and algae has been sitting in your desk drawer for six months,
ever since you got back. And at no time have you shown the slightest curiosity
about it. We didn’t even know you had it until you remembered it on your way
home from Rekal; then we came here on the double to look for it He added,
unnecessarily, “Without any luck; there wasn’t enough time.”

A second Interplan cop joined the first one; the two briefly conferred.
Meanwhile, Quail thought rapidly. He did remember more, now; the cop had
been right about narkidrine. They - Interplan — probably used it them-
selves. Probably? He knew darn well they did; he had seen them putting a
prisoner on it. Where would that be? Somewhere on Terra? More likely on
Luna, he decided, viewing the image rising from his highly defective —but
rapidly less so —memory.

And he remembered something else. Their reason for sending him to
Mars; the job he had done.

No wonder they had expunged his memory.

“0Oh, God,” the first of the two Interplan cops said, breaking off his
conversation with his companion. Obviously, he had picked up Quail’s
thoughts. “Well, this is a far worse problem, now; as bad as it can get” He

‘walked toward Quail, again covering him with his gun. “We’ve gotto kill you,”
he said. “And right away?” :

Nervously, his fellow officer said, “Why right away? Can’t we simply cart
him off to Interplan New York and let them —

“He knows why it has to be right away,” the first cop said; he too looked
nervous, now, but Quail realized that it was for an entirely different reason.
His memory had been brought back almost entirely, now. And he fully under-
stood the officer’s tension. .

“On Mars,” Quail said hoarsely, “Ikilled a man. After getting past fifteen
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bodyguards. Some armed with sneaky-pete guns, the way you are.” mm had
been trained, by Interplan, over a five year period to be an assassin. A
professional killer. He knew ways to take out armed m%n.nmﬂ._nm -..such as
these two officers; and the one with the ear-receiver knew it, 100.

If he moved swiftly enough - .

The gun fired. But he had already moved to one side, and at the same time
he chopped down the gun-carrying officer. In an‘ingtant he had possession of
the gun and was covering the other, confused, officer.

“Picked my thoughts up,” Quail said, panting for breath, “He knewwhat I
was going to do, but I did it anyhow.”

Half sitting up, the injured officer grated, “He won'’t use that gun on you,
Sam; I pick that up, too. He knows he’s finished, and he knows we know it, to0o0.
Come on, Quail” Laboriously, grunting with pain, he got shakily to his feet.

" He held out his hand. “The gun,” he said to Quail. “You can’tuse i, andifyou

turn it over to me PHl guarantee not to kill you; you’il be given a hearing, and
someone higher up in Interplan will decide, not me. Maybe they can erase
your memory once more, I don’t know. But you know En thing I was going io
kill you for; 1 couldn’t keep you from remembering it. So my reason for
wanting to kill you is in a sense past.” )

Quail, clutching the gun, bolted from the conapt, m_.unuan for the eleva-
tor. If you follow me, he thought, I'll kill you. So don’t. He jabbed at the elevator
button and, a moment later, the doors slid back. . .

The police hadn’t followed him. Obviously they had picked up his terse,
tense thoughts and had decided not to take the chance. .

With him inside the elevator descended. He had gotten away — foratime.
But what next? Where could he go? .

The elevator reached the ground floor; a moment later Quail had wo:._nn
the mob of peds hurrying along the runnels. His head ached and vn mn#. sick.
But at least he had evaded death; they had come very close to shooting him on
the spot, back in his own conapt. ] )

.Mwm they probably will again, he decided. When they find me. And with this
transmitter inside me, that won't take too long.

Tronically, he had gotten exactly what he had asked Rekal, Incorporated

" for. Adventure, peril, Interplan police at work, a secret and dangerous trip to

Mars in which his life was at stake — everything he had wanted as a false

memory. ]
' The advantages of it being 2 memory~—and nothind more — could now
be appreciated.

On a park bench, alone, he sat dully watching a flock o*“ perts: a mon..@.n.n
imported from Mars’ two moons, capable of soaring flight, even against
Earth’s huge gravity. .

. Maybe I can find my way back to Mars, he pondered. But then what? It would
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“Exactly” To the Interplan officer the psychiatrist said, “You can see it
does fit his personality, despite his feigned scorn.” :

“So by merely existing,” Quail said, feeling a growing pleasure, “by
simply being alive, I keep Earth safe from alien rule. Pm in effect, then, the
most important person on Terra. Without lifting a finger”

“Yes, indeed, sir,” the psychiatrist said. “And this is bedrock in your
psyche; this is a life-long childhood fantasy. Which, without depth and drug
therapy, you never would have recalled. But it has always existed in you; it
went underneath, but never ceased.”

To McClane, who sat intently listening, the senior police official said,
“Can you implant an extra-factual memory pattern that extreme in him?”

“We get handed every possible type of wish-fantasy there is,” McClane
said. “Frankly, Pve heard a lot worse than this. Certainly we can handle it.
Twenty-four hours from now he won’t just wisk he’d saved Earth; he’ll
devoutly believe it really happened.”

The senior police official said, “You can start the job, then. In preparation
we’ve already once again erased the memory in him of his trip to Mars?

Quail said, “What trip to Mars?”

No one answered him, so reluctantly, he shelved the question. And any-
how a police vehicle had now put in its appearance; he, McClane and the
senior police officer crowded into it, and presently they were on their way to
- Chicago and Rekal, Incorporated.

“You had better make no errors this time,” the police officer said to
heavy-set, nervous-looking McClane.

“I can’t see what could go wrong,” McClane mumbled, perspiring. “This
has nothing to do with Mars or Interplan. Single-handedly stopping an
invasion of Earth from another star-system.” He shook his head at that.
“Wow, what a kid dreams up. And by pious virtue, too; not by force. It's sort of
quaint.” He dabbed at his forehead with a large linen pocket handkerchief.

Nobody said anything.

“In fact,” McClane said, “it’s touching?

“But arrogant,” the police official said starkly. “Inasmuch as when he dies
‘the invasion will resume. No wonder he doesn’t recall it; it’s the most grandi-

" ose fantasy I ever ran across.” He eyed Quail with disapproval. “And to think
we put this man on our payroll.”

When they reached Rekal, Incorporated the receptionist, Shirley, met
. them breathlessly in the outer office. “Welcome back, Mr. Quail,” she flut-

- tered, her melon-shaped breasts — today painted an incandescent orange —
| bobbing with agitation. “I’m sorry everything worked out so badly before; I'm
sure this time it'll go better.”

Still repeatedly dabbing at his shiny forehead with his neatly folded Irish
linen handkerchief, McClane said, “It better” Moving with rapidity he
rounded up Lowe and Keeler, escorted them and Douglas Quail to the work
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area, and then, with Shirley and the senior police officer, returned to his
familiar office. To wait. ]

“Do we have a packet made up for this, w.mu gnn_wwm.w Shirley asked,

ing against him in her agitation, then coloring modestly.

cﬁn._.mnmmuwwﬂn do” He tried M recall, then gave up and consulted the formal
chart. “A combination.” he decided aloud, “of packets Eighty-oue, Twenty,
and Six”” From the vauilt section of the chamber belind E.m desk _._.n mm_wwn out
the appropriate packets, carried them to his %m_.n for inspection. .m._.omu
Eight-one.” he explained, “a magic healing _.onm given him—the client in
question, this time Mr. Quail — by the race of beings from another system. A
token of their gratitude.”

“Does it work?” the police officer asked curiously. )

«It did once,” McClane explained. ..w_wﬂ he, ahem, u.W: ﬂmwmq umnmﬂhw MM

ago, healing right and left. Now it’s only a memento. but he reme

wmwuwnwmhw muooﬁmn&m.%.s He chnckled, then opened packet .H%ang Uoo—m.
ment from the UN Secretary General thanking him for saving Earth; this
jsn’t precisely appropriate, because part of Quail’s fantasy is mm..nﬂ 1o cm.n
knows of the invasion except himself, but for the sake of qmammB___Ema we m_
throw it in.” He inspected packet Six, then. Whatcame from this? He couldn’t
recall; frowning, he dug into the plastic bag as Shirley and the Interplan
police officer watched WEMHE.MH o -

«“Writing,” Shirley said. “Ina v Janguage.

.ﬁwﬂm_m who nﬂﬂ& were,” McClane said, “and where they came m.o_mr
Including a detailed star map logging their flight wa_.n and the system of ori-
gin, Of course it’s in their script, 50 he can’t read it. But he BBo.Bcnnm. them
reading it to him in his own tongue.” He placed the three WE@Q.m in the
center of the desk. “These should be taken to Quail’s conapt, _u.n said to the
police officer. “So that when he gets home he’ll find them. And it’il confirm
his fantasy. SOP-—standard operating procedure” He chuckled apprehen-
sively, wondering how matters were going with Lowe and Keeler.

The intercom buzzed. “Mr. McClane, I'm sorry to bother you” It was -

Lowe’s voice; he froze as he recognized it, froze and became mute. “But
something’s come up. Maybe it would be better if you came in here and
supervised. Like before, Quail reacted well to the narkidrine; he’s uncon-
scious, relaxed and receptive. wﬁwlrs «

McClane sprinted for the work area. ) .

On a hygienic bed Douglas Quail lay Wwwﬁ_usm slowly and regularly, eyes
half-shut, dimly conscious of those around him. .

aﬂw m.nﬁ.ﬁw interrogating him,” Lowe said, white-faced. “To find out
exactly when to place the fantasy-memory of him single-handedly having
saved Earth. And strangely enough—" - .

“They told me not to tell,” Douglas Quail mumbled in a dull drug-satu-

—
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